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Minutes of a meeting of the LICENSING COMMITTEE held in the Meeting Room 1, 
Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Thursday, 6 July 2017 at 8.10 pm.

PRESENT

A Harrison (Chairman)
T A Carter (Vice-Chairman)

G R Aley
M D Booth
A Casson
M G Chandler

G K Dark
H Drury
A M Newton
E J Sneath

J Tyrrell
C N Johnson

In Attendance:  Licencing and Business Support Manager, Assistant Licensing Officer 
and Democratic Services Officer

Apologies for absence were received from or on behalf of Councillors R Clark and 
J L King 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

With regard to agenda item 4, Councillor Carter did not have a disclosable pecuniary 
interest, but in the interests of transparency declared that she had been involved in 
an application for a street trading licence in the past.

2. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2017 were signed as a correct record.

3. QUARTERLY LICENSING UPDATE REPORT 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager introduced the report of the Executive 
Manager People and Public Protection to the Committee to update on the work of the 
Licensing Team in relation to the scope of the Licensing Committee from 1st April 
2017 to 30th June 2017, and summarised the following points:

The numbers of applications fluctuate throughout year. 

If the Licencing team had concerns that a taxi driver wasn’t fit for work or of proper 
conduct they would come before panel or face an immediate revocation. There was a 
procedure in place for immediate revocations which may occur due to medical 
reasons or safeguarding concerns. There were currently 168 licenced vehicles, 
Councillor Chandler asked if that was less than normal? Numbers fluctuated but 
reduction could be due to vehicles falling under the age specification in the policy. 

Street trading – policy under review. This work had previously been managed by the 
Food Health and Safety team, but had now been taken over by the Licencing team. 
Officers were now targeting unlicensed street traders.
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The fee structure had been changed previously to take into account seasonal work 
e.g. ice cream vans.

Councillor Drury asked would the policy draw a boundary line where ice cream vans  
could work? The consent scheme meant that all roads would be available to trade 
from in South Holland.

Ice cream vans issued with a licence plate with details and expiry date - Assistant 
Licencing Officer to clarify and provide example.

Councillor Carter questioned whether charities should require a street trading licence 
and not having to pay a fee. The policy covered this and would depend upon the 
circumstances. 

DECISION:

That the Committee considered the report and noted its contents.

4. LICENSING PANEL 

The Licensing Panel currently comprised 3 Councillors chosen from a pool 
comprising all of the Licensing Committee members, and each Panel was selected 
by the Executive Manager Governance on a rotational basis as and when required, 
but to include either the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Licensing Committee 
where reasonably possible.

Councillors were invited to consider (i) whether the Panel should be re-established 
for the current municipal year; and (ii) whether any amendment should be made to 
the terms of reference or composition of the Panel.

DECISION:

1. That the Licensing Panel be re-established for the current municipal year; and
2. That no changes be made to the terms of reference or composition of the 

Panel.

5. LICENSING UPDATE 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager confirmed that there were no further 
updates other than what was mentioned in agenda item 4.

6. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT. 

There were no other items for discussion.

(The meeting ended at 8.40 pm)

(End of minutes)


